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Module 7
Social Structure and Crime
Social structure theory, also known as _______________ theory, is a criminological perspective that links crime rates to the characteristics of a community or neighborhood. The theory posits that the _______________ and _______________ of a community can influence the prevalence of criminal behavior and deviance within that community. It emphasizes the importance of understanding the social _______________ and _______________ in which individuals live to comprehend the factors contributing to crime.
Key elements of social structure theory and crime include _______________, the _______________ perspective, _______________ and _______________, informal _______________, poverty and inequality, neighborhood effects, and collective efficacy.
Social disorganization refers to a breakdown in the social _______________ of a community, which can result from factors such as _______________, residential mobility, ethnic heterogeneity, and weak _______________. When a community lacks social cohesion and collective efficacy, it becomes more susceptible to crime and delinquency.
Social structure theory adopts an _______________ perspective by viewing communities as ecosystems. It focuses on the spatial distribution of crime and delinquency, examining how crime rates vary across different _______________ with distinct social characteristics.
Social structure theory is influenced by _______________ theory and _______________ theory, which suggest that individuals may turn to crime when they experience a disconnection between socially approved _______________ and the means to achieve those goals. In socially disorganized communities with limited _______________ and _______________, the likelihood of criminal coping mechanisms increases.
The theory highlights the importance of _______________ social control mechanisms in preventing crime. When communities lack strong _______________, mutual _______________, and shared _______________, informal social control mechanisms that discourage criminal behavior weaken, allowing deviant acts to proliferate.
Social structure theory recognizes the impact of _______________ and _______________ inequality on crime rates. Communities with higher levels of poverty and economic disadvantage often experience higher crime rates due to limited access to resources and opportunities for _______________ and _______________ advancement.
The theory emphasizes the impact of the neighborhood environment on an individual’s behavior. Individuals living in _______________ disorganized areas may adopt the norms and values prevalent in their immediate surroundings, which can influence their involvement in criminal activities.
Collective _______________ refers to a community’s ability to work together to address common problems and maintain social order. Strong _______________ efficacy can serve as a protective factor against crime, as communities with high levels of cooperation and social integration are better equipped to prevent criminal behavior.
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