Environmental WORLDVIEW Survey
THE VALUE OF NATURE

1. Other organisms and natural
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Every organism has rights and 

resources exist for our benefit

values of its own, regardless

thus, it is our role to subdue and

of its usefulness to us.

use them as we see fit.

2. Landowners should use their
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Landowners should use their

property as they choose, no

property only such that it

matter the harm caused to

does not harm other living 

other living things.

things.

3. We should preserve nature
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We should preserve nature 

only when it benefits human 

for its own sake.

society.

FITTING INTO NATURE

4. Humans are distinct and 
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Humans are a part of nature.

separate from nature.

5. We should adapt the natural
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We should adapt to the

environment to suit our needs.  

natural environment.

6. As we are a part of nature,
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We may be a part of nature,

all of our actions are entirely 

but because of our unique 

natural and it is foolish to

abilities we have a special

talk about human caused 

responsibility to care for 

damage to the environment.  

other living things.

7. Humans know best how to 
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Nature knows best how to

manage nature for our own

manage itself, and any time

needs as well as those of 

we interfere, we do more

other species.  

harm than good.

RIGHTS VERSUS RESPONSIBILITIES

8. We should use resources to
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We should conserve resources

benefit the present generation.  

to benefit future generations.  

9. Problems that occur in other
2
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Whether we like it or not, we

parts of the globe are not our 

are all part of a global system

concern and we should pay

and thus must be attentive

attention only to those issues

to what happens anywhere in

in our own backyard.  

world as it all affects us.

10. Economic well-being is a right,
2
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We have a responsibility to 

of all human societies and thus

maintain a safe and healthy 

we must accept risks to the

environment even if at times 

environment in protecting jobs

it means higher unemployment

and producing consumer goods.  

and fewer consumer goods.

11. No resources, not even air and
2
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Certain resources like air and

water, should provided as

water should be considered 

public goods, people should be

public goods and be managed so 

required to pay for what they

that they are provided for the 

want.  

benefit of all.

AVAILABILITY OF RESOURCES

12. It is unlikely that there will
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There are likely to be serious

ever be serious shortages

shortages of natural resources

of natural resources.  

in the future.

13. The earth has adequate
2
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1
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Humans are overpopulating the

resources to support many

earth and exhausting

more humans.  

available resources.

14. The world is characterized by
2
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The world is characterized by

opportunity and potential and

scarcity and competition for

continued improvement in our

limited resources and further

quality of life or growth in

growth of either human 

human population will have more

populations or our standard of 

good than bad effects.

living will be disastrous.

CONSEQUENCES OF TECHNOLOGY

15. Technology is being used to
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Technology is being used to

benefit human society.  

destroy human society.

16. We should expand the use of
2
1
0
1
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We should reduce the use of

technology as the good it can do

technology as its bad effects

far outweighs any bad effects.  

far outweigh any good it can do.

17. Further technological advances
2
1
0
1
2
Technology has caused most of

are not only beneficial but

our environmental problems and

essential for solving the

returning to a simpler, non-

environmental problems we

technological way of life is the

currently face.

way to solve these problems.

18. Effective long-range solutions
2
1
0
1
2
Effective long-range solutions

of environmental problems

of environmental problems depend
depend on developing better

on changing our technology.
lifestyles.  

RESILIENCY OF NATURE

19. Nature is resilient and can
2
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The balance of nature is

take care of itself.  

delicate and easily upset.

20. We should match the nature
2
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All ecosystems respond in 

of the human action to the 

pretty much the same way

particular environment as

and thus what we know from

some ecosystems are more

one ecosystem is universally 

robust and enduring.  

applicable everywhere else.

REFLECTION: What do your responses to this survey tell you about your environmental worldview? Reflect on the social conditioning, cultural beliefs, family background, educational experiences, or any other influences that may have shaped the various dimension of your worldview.
